
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 30 April 2019 at Holy Trinity School 
 
Present 
Officers: Graham Bolton, Chairman; Jean Seymour, Secretary/Programmes; Rosemary Artley, Treasurer, 
Flowers and Gifts. 
Committee: June Bowker, Programme Advertising; Dorothy France, Minutes Secretary, Rachel Riley, 
Membership/Concert tickets, Naomi Jahoda, June Duckworth, Chris Babbs, Helen Hoath, , Phyllis Alden; 
Richard Smith, Juan Ortuño, Director of Music 
 
1: Apologies: Geoff Stokes, Dot Cooper, Tina Dixon 
The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.  He apologised for not announcing at the previous 
meeting that Sir Mark Elder had agreed to become our Chief Patron, as the trustees had not yet been 
informed.  
 
2: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record.  The critic had moved house so he was 
unable to attend the concert, but a revue had been written.  The venues for the 2019/20 concerts had 
mostly been confirmed so the programme of events could be published. 
 
3: Treasurer's report: The balances were Current account £911.45 and Deposit account £23,786.53.  The 
March concert had resulted in a net loss of £961.78.  There were 15 orchestral players and 1 soloist to pay, 
and the inclement weather had probably kept audience members away.  Very few extra tickets had been 
sold in addition to the obligatory choir ones, only 81 ticket stubs having been collected. 
 
4: Future Programme: May concert:  The soloists would be Soprano Sally Woan, Alto Laura Wood, 
Tenor Joseph Buckmaster and Bass Samuel Jackson.   Audrey Peach would play the harpsichord 
accompaniment using Juan's keyboard and Elin Rees would be our organist.  There would be 7 orchestral 
players, who would attend the rehearsal at Stand Church on Tuesday evening, 14 May, in addition to 
Saturday afternoon, 18 May.  There needs to be a health and safety risk assessment as there were trip 
hazards at Stand Church.  The Society held Public Liability Insurance to cover for accidents, but must 
demonstrate that it acted responsibly to eliminate or reduce risks within its control.  The church should have 
its own health and safety verification for hiring out the venue; their contact for this event would be Nicky 
Fox.  Phyllis volunteered to help check the venue with Graham.  Chairs would need to be put in place for 
the Tuesday rehearsal and as a wedding was scheduled for 12 noon on the Saturday they would have to 
be removed and set out again.  The choir did not have a stage manager as Mike Cawley had left.  
Refreshments would be provided by the church.  Richard would order flowers – seven “rockets” in total – 
and Graham would collect them.  Chris would ask Keith Lloyd to write the critique if our usual reviewer was 
unavailable.  The Secretary would check whether the Mayor would attend the concert.  The choir would be 
asked for volunteers to help with ticket stubs etc.  The Chairman would write to a limited number of schools 
in the Whitefield area, offering free tickets even though there had been no response last year. 
 
5: BCS Website: Tina and her husband had volunteered to update the website but recently had not had 
time to do so. It was agreed to ask Matt Rigby to take this over, as we could afford to pay his fees.  
 
6: AGM Tuesday 6 June 2019 at Holy Trinity School: Nominations for the committee are needed.  The 
Secretary and Treasurer agreed to continue for another year and Rachel would continue with membership 
and concert tickets.  No rule changes had been requested.  There would be the usual Jacob’s Join supper 
and Naomi would provide the drinks.  Dorothy would supply cups, plates and cutlery.  Members would need 
to be reminded to take home any food left over afterwards. 
 
AOB: The Summer Choir would start on Tuesday 21 May. 
Naomi suggested that an up to date list of emergency contacts for all members should be available at 
rehearsals in case of illness or accident.  Permission would need to be obtained from the person whose 
phone number was given due to data protection issues.  The retiring Chairman thanked the committee for 
their help and support during his 3 years in office, and also expressed his gratitude to Juan, our conductor, 
who himself had been settling in when he had taken office.  Several new members had joined the choir, 
including some younger ones.  He hoped the choir would be able to sing in a cathedral some day or 
arrange a tour perhaps starting with a visit to another choir.  Naomi thanked Graham for moving the choir 
on during his time as Chairman. 


