
BURY CHORAL SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday, 6 June 2018 at Holy Trinity School, Cecil Street, Bury 
 

A total of 32 members attended - list attached as Appendix 1. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Phyllis Abbot, Susan Allen, Jane Bisson, June Bowker, Mike Cawley, Hilary 
Johnson, Marion Kaufmann, Tony Patten, John and Maureen Price, Isabel Urquhart and Richard Youngman. 
 

2/3. MINUTES OF AGM 2017 had been circulated and were taken as read.  The projected date for this year’s AGM had had to be 
changed, but other than that, the meeting approved them unanimously as a true record and they were signed by the Chairman.  
There were no matters arising. 
 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT - a full copy is attached as Appendix 2. 
 Graham Bolton opened by reading out part of the critique of our final concert of the season, which glowing report had not been 
printed in full in the Bury Times.  He commented that the critique remarked on the quality of the choir and the consequent benefit to 
the musical life of the Borough, reflecting the aims and purposes of the Society; other local choral society’s concerts seem to be 
given better coverage in this area than BCS, but steps were being taken to investigate and rectify this situation. 
 He reminded the members of the concerts we had given over the season.  The first had been a performance of Carmina 
Burana, performed at the RNCM with The Brixi Singers at the invitation of Gorton Philharmonic Orchestra, who provided the 
accompaniment.  Our Christmas Festivities concert had been very well received by a near-capacity audience.  Our spring concert 
had been a departure from the norm, when we performed a semi-staged Die Fledermaus under the title A Batty Night at the 
Operetta.  A new venture had been our Come and Sing day, which had attracted 80 bookings, almost double what we had 
expected, and was a considerable success. 
 New EU regulations concerning the holding of members’ personal information had recently come into effect.  The Chairman 
assured the members that we would use their details solely to distribute necessary information, and no part of them would be 
divulged to other organisations.  A note to this effect would be added to the membership form for the forthcoming season. 
 The choir needs to better address Health and Safety responsibilities, for example, Bury Parish Church now requires the 
presence of a first aider on duty at each of our concerts.  The Trustees and Committee are working out a strategy to ensure 
compliance including risk assessments at each venue/rehearsal space and with any equipment used. We had welcomed a number 
of new members over the season, but some existing members had taken time out, so the numbers had remained broadly the same 
as in the previous season. 
 At last year’s AGM an amendment to our Rules had allowed for the Chairman to opt for a third term in office.  He had thought 
long and hard, and had decided to offer to do so, if re-elected.  The work undertaken by all the Officers takes time and effort, and 
members who have useful skills were encouraged to make them known, enabling them to be used for the benefit of the choir. 
 We had recently lost our Chief Patron, Jeffrey Lawton, after a short illness.  The Trustees would be considering who would be 
invited to take on the role. 
 Looking forward, the Chairman would like to investigate the possibility of further compact afternoon concerts featuring a 
shortened performance of one of our concerts, as we had done with The Armed Man last season at St Mary in the Baum, 
Rochdale, which attracted a new audience.  We had not organised a social event this season, and would like to reinstate this in the 
coming months, and perhaps consider some form of a tour if there was enough support for the idea. 
 Thanks were expressed to the Officers and Committee, Trustees, Librarian, the managers of concert seating, car park duties, 
refreshments,  advertising and sponsorship, those who have made donations, and of course to our Director of Music, accompanists 
and Deputy Conductor, and to Naomi for her never ending supply of biscuits and drinks, generating funds for the choir.   
 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT - full copy attached as Appendix 3; accounts attached as Appendix 4. 
Rosemary Artley assured us that we were in a fortunate position, having had no difficulty in funding our programme for the season, 
and the current bank balance was similar to that of the previous season, but the current season did not end until June 12th, and 
some recently issued cheques had not yet been presented.  She then explained the contents of the accounts sheet she had issued, 
rounding the figures as in previous years. 
 The season had been untypical in some ways, the most obvious having been that we had given only three concerts in our own 
right, the first one, Carmina Burana at the RNCM, having been organised by Gorton, and had therefore Philharmonic Orchestra, 
who had also invited the Brixi Singers, and had therefore involved costs for music hire only.  We had therefore included our 
Christmas concert in the season tickets and had increased the price to £8 and engaged a string quartet as well as our pianist and 
organist.  The higher price had apparently deterred no-one, and there were few empty seats.  Despite the extra costs, we had 
made a profit of over £600, having taken over £378 in the raffle, plus a donation of £220 had been collected for the Barnabus 
charity.  She would like to see this charity collection become a ‘tradition’. 
 As expected, the remaining two concerts had not made a profit, although the March event, A Batty Night at the Operetta, very 
nearly broke even, with a loss of only £13.  Not surprisingly, the May concert had lost nearly £850, tickets sales having been lower, 
possibly as a result of concerts on the same evening by choirs in Bolton and Ramsbottom.  We would benefit form avoiding such 
clashes in future. 
 Our income had boosted by the sale of additional 10 season tickets, and thanks were expressed to the members who had 
prevailed on friends to support us in this way.  We had also continued to benefit from over £1,000 in advertising income, and thanks 
were expressed to Richard Smith for having taken over this talk. 
 An innovation this year had been our ‘Come and Sing Day’, which had been highly successful, having attracted nearly 80 
participants, and resulted in a pleasing bonus of £175 as well as boosting our music library. 
 Thanks were expressed to Naomi Jahoda for organising refreshments at rehearsals, donations for which had boosted our 
funds, and to Paul Brown for managing the hire of our music to other choirs, which had also contributed to our income. 
 Overall, our income had been £15,120, against an expenditure of £15,040, resulting in a small profit of £80. 
 Not mentioned in the accounts had been an anonymous donation which had enabled us to buy better performance folders and 
a good digital camcorder.  Grateful thanks were expressed to the donor. 
 Despite our financial health and our overall stable membership numbers, both were still a concern.  We existed in order to 
‘foster public knowledge and appreciation of (choral) music by means of public performance’, which depended on maintaining our 
size and balance.  We had been delighted to welcome several new members over the season, but some others had not returned, 
resulting in a membership roughly the same as at the end of the previous season.  We continued to receive positive feedback, a 
sign that our policy of performing with good instrumentalists and soloists is the right one, and enabled us to achieve consistently 
high standards. 



 We had increased our subscription a year ago, and the Treasurer wished to keep them at the same level for the coming 
season - £95 (full price) and £85 (concessionary) respectively.  She wished to suggest two small changes: 
 (1) that we continued to charge £8 for the Christmas concert 
 (2) as we now used orchestral players for most concerts, she would like all ticket prices other than the Christmas one gradually 
to become the same, and wished to increase the price of the cheapest normal concert from £9 to £10. 
 She recommended an increase in the Stipend of the Director of Music by £100, an increase of about 3%, and increasing the 
accompanist’s fees to £50 per week. 
 She then reminded us that we must: continue to control our costs where possible; make an effort to attract more new 
members; and continue with our fundraising and social events. 
 Gift Aid: We had finally received the refund for the 2015-16 season on 26 July 2017. 
 In April 2018 HMRC had acknowledged Graham Bolton’s notification that Rosemary is now the authorised person to deal with 
this matter for the 2016-17 refund.  They had undertaken to update their records ‘shortly’, but she had heard nothing further, so was 
currently unable neither to access their website nor download the necessary forms.  Therefore the payment relating to that season 
would be even more delayed! 
 In closing, she pointed out that despite every effort had been made to present the accounts clearly, some transactions would 
ideally have been entered under two different headings, e.g. the fees paid to Juan and Jonathan for the Come and Sing Day 
appeared  in that area rather than their regular fees.  There had not been time to have the accounts verified before the meeting, but 
a time was in process of being arranged. 
 The Chairman invited comments and queries.  Paul Brown asked whether we were now full members of ‘Making Music’.  The 
answer was in the positive.  We benefited from their insurance scheme, music hire and their management of PRS issues.  Naomi 
Jahoda proposed a vote of thanks to Rosemary for a ‘good job well done’.  This was echoed by the chairman, who pointed out that 
Sinead had encouraged us to put on a 4th concert when he was Treasurer.  We now lost less per concert and sold more tickets. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted by the meeting and with that acceptance the proposals to increase the Director of Music’s 
stipend and that of our accompanists. 
 

6. FUTURE PROGRAMME - at present, the following were in the process of being arranged: 
Tuesday, 6th November at Bury Parish Church: The Great War: Armistice - Vaughan Williams - Dona Nobis Pacem;  
John Ireland - Greater Love Hath No Man; Herbert Howells - Requiem Aeternam; Peter Skellern - Rest in Peace (and Rise in Glory) 
Tuesday, 11th December at United Reformed Church, Bury: Christmas Festivities - a selection of seasonal music 
Saturday, 16th March, 2019, at Bury Parish Church: Purcell Music for the Funeral of Queen Mary; Cherubini Requiem in C 
Saturday, 18th May, 2019, at All Saints Church, Whitefield: Handel Judas Maccabeus 
 

7. SOCIETY RULES - No requests for a change had been received. 
 

8. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 
 Graham Bolton had decided to offer to offer to remain in office for a third year as Chairman and Rosemary Artley was willing to 
continue as Treasurer and Jean Seymour was willing to continue as Secretary; all three were re-elected unopposed. Tina Dixon 
would continue as Vice-Chairman by right.   
 Two retiring members and three new members were seeking re-election/election to the Committee: 
Dorothy France  proposed Noelle Williamson  seconded  Angela Chilton 
Christopher Babbs “ Tony Patten “  Naomi Jahoda 
Helen Hoath “ Naomi Jahoda “  Richard Youngman 
Dot Cooper “ Rachel Riley “  Tina Dixon 
Phyllis Alden “ Rosemary Artley “  Maureen Whitesmith 
 All were duly elected and would serve until 2021, save Chris Babbs who as Chairman Elect did not require to be elected to the 
Committee; Naomi Jahoda had decided to withdraw her willingness to serve in that capacity in a joint role with Chris. 
 

9. APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER OF THE ACCOUNTS 
David Owen was thanked for his services this year, and had indicated a willingness to continue.  The offer was gratefully accepted. 
 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS and NEXT SEASON 
• Paul Brown commented that at least one member of the audience at our Christmas Festivities concert had felt that some of the 

content was too long and not “light” enough.  This was a view that the Chairman had also heard but commented that it 
reflected Juan’s concerns having to devise a lighter-weight programme each year; Rosemary also commented that the concert 
became one of our Season Ticket concerts, with a commensurate higher ticket price, and the programme also reflected this.  
The Chairman said he expected this coming season’s Christmas concert to return to the previous format. 

• In response to a comment by the Chairman that our Juan would not be available to conduct the May 2019 concert due to his 
commitment to conduct the City of Manchester Opera season, and there is the possibility that Sinead Hayes may be invited to 
conduct, Richard France asked why the concert could not be changed to a Tuesday.  The Chairman explained that 
considerable effort had gone into sorting out the concert date, which has now been advertised, and that Juan would rehearse 
the choir except on the final Tuesday when it is hoped that our replacement conductor would take it. 

• David Gremson asked about putting on “lighter” shows, more attractive to audiences and less taxing to learn.  However, there 
are other societies doing this and the suggestion was not generally supported by the members. 

• Paul Brown asked about a replacement podium.  The Chairman explained that it had not been possible to source a 
replacement from commercial sources which suits our needs of robustness, portability and can be stored in the depths of the 
school; however, a replacement podium is being sourced from elsewhere.  

• Kate Milner asked about using paper cups; Graham agreed it would be ideal if suitable and strong enough ones could be 
sourced. 

The Chairman announced the date of the first rehearsal of the next season as Tuesday 4 September 2018, 7.30p.m at Holy Trinity 
School.  The AGM would take place in June 2019 on a date to be arranged.  There being no further business, the Chairman closed 
the meeting at 8.45 pm and invited members to stay for refreshments and socialising. 
 
 
I certify that these minutes are a true record_______________________________ Chairman     June 2019 
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