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Welcome to our 179th Season! And a particular welcome if you are new to BCS or 
returning after a time away. 

I hope you all had a good summer. It seems a long time since we all got together to sing one 
of the greatest pieces of music ever created, St Matthew’s Passion. And what a summer, full 
of golden moments and…er… also a momentous decision. Whichever way you voted 
remember that boundaries and even states can be transitory. When the Choral Society was 
founded there was no such place as Germany, Italy, Finland or many other countries who are 
now members of the EU. But glorious music remains. 

We have a great season of music to learn and perform, starting with Haydn’s Creation, then 
our Christmas concert, Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man and other music, and finally a 
Victorian evening of anthems and songs – please note the March concert is now on Saturday, 
11th, when we will perform The Armed Man at Stand Parish Church. We chose the Karl 
Jenkins piece as it is popular and apart from the fact we have never performed it before we 
hope it will be attractive to a younger audience and new singers too. Not all of this music 
may be to your taste but please support the concerts – we are a choir, a collective cultural 
movement, and inevitably there will be works which individually we do not like, but other 
members do. 

As I have said during my time as Treasurer, we need to reach out to attract new, and younger, 
singers, and audience if we are to continue this great choral tradition we ate the present 
stewards of and contribute to the cultural life of the district; without amateur choirs large 
swathes of the choral repertory would be rarely heard. As part of this reaching out, we are 
considering a repeat performance of The Creation on Saturday, 12th November, probably at a 
venue in the Rochdale area. We hope to raise our profile, attract a new audience and perhaps 
some new singers as well. We can only do this if there are sufficient Members willing to do 
so, and balance of voices; Juan is supportive of this venture. I will be asking over the next 
two weeks if this is something you will support. 

We are also reaching out to the senior schools of the district. We are seeking to make better 
contacts with them to encourage young people to experience a large choir, with professional 
Director and performing with professional soloists and orchestra, and join us, even if it is 
only for a short time; clearly, many will go away to college and have other commitments in 
due course, but if the seed of choral singing is planted early they may come back to it later 
and what is for many of us a life-long joy. 

We have in the past held Saturday workshops, usually as a means of gaining a bit more 
rehearsal time. As part of reaching out, rather than a workshop we are looking to have a 
Come and Sing day when we will learn a specific piece(s) of music and perform it later. I will 
let you know more in due course, but in part we envisage that we will invite people to come 
and join us for the day, experience choral singing and enjoy lunch together before performing 
to an audience. 

Our website is being re-vamped. This will include a Members’ section and improved 
information about forthcoming events, reviews of concerts and past repertory amongst other 
things. Tina (Dixon) would still like contributions as to why you joined the choir, started 
singing and what it is you like about the choir to post on the website. At the AGM we said 



that minutes of Committee meetings will in future be posted on the website – this will be in 
the Members section. For those not on the internet, our Secretary Jean (Seymour) will have a 
few paper copies of the last minutes available. 

Last year we had a social evening, a quiz night with supper (including a vegetarian option). 
Organised by Tina and featuring that ever youthful quizmaster, our Deputy Conductor 
Richard (Youngman), it was a most enjoyable evening. We are hoping to have another social 
evening sometime in October or November, with a second one next spring. I do hope you will 
support them – it really was a good evening, with husbands, wives, partners and friends also 
invited, and an opportunity to socialise away from rehearsals. 

How we appear at concerts is important. I don’t just mean dress but also the way we come on 
to the stage, re-assemble after the interval, our arrangements for ticket sales/collections, 
programmes, etc. We have a sub-committee, led by Naomi (Jahoda) looking at this and we 
will let you know in due course. 

As far as I am aware, the choir has never been on tour. All the literature about choral singing 
emphasises how helpful a few days away together can help a choir sing and sound better, and 
get more enjoyment out of it. Is this something you would be willing or like to do? It could be 
very modest – a repeat performance of The Creation in Rochdale might be a first “tour” – 
going away to somewhere in this country. Your committee will be discussing this but we 
really need to know what you think and in the coming weeks I will ask if you would attend 
rehearsal a little earlier for a 15 minute discussion. 

A few friends have left us. Betty Horrocks, who has been with the choir for many, many 
years – we gave her flowers on her 80th birthday a few years ago – has decided to retire, and 
we wish her and her husband well. Deidre Elliott has recently retired from work and has lots 
of things planned including travel and will not be joining us this season; hopefully she will 
join us again next year. 

Finally, we are very fortunate to have Juan Ortuño as our Director of Music and Jonathan 
Ellis as our principal accompanist, supported by Elin Rees as deputy accompanist. Juan’s 
enthusiasm and expertise is, to my ear and following the comments of many attending our 
concerts, really helping us sing and sound better and ultimately get more out of choral singing 
and performance. Our last concert, St Matthew’s Passion, was very special, helped 
enormously by our professional soloists and the doubled Bury Camerata orchestra, but 
requiring us to sing sensitively and expertly (and with stamina!) which we achieved in large 
measure. Let us all try and emulate and improve on that. 

Enjoy your singing! 

Graham Bolton, Chairman September 2016 

 


