
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 14 March 2017 at  
Holy Trinity School Bury 

 

Present 
Officers: Graham Bolton, Chairman; Jean Seymour, Secretary/Programmes; Rosemary Artley, Treasurer, 
Flowers and Gifts  
Committee:  Chris Babbs, Trustee; June Bowker, Programme Advertising; Dorothy France, Minutes 

Secretary/Membership; Naomi Jahoda, Trustee/Long Service Certificates; Tony Patten, Concert Seating 
(Assistant); Rachel Riley, Concert tickets; Sarah Taylor, Facebook/Website; Geoff Stokes.  
 
Apologies: Tina Dixon, Vice Chairman; Juan Ortuño, Director of Music. 

 
The Chairman welcomed committee members to the meeting. The minutes of the meeting on 10 January 
2017 were accepted as a true record. 
 
Matters arising  
The scarves would be sold at £4 each to members who wished to buy them or they could be borrowed. 
Rosemary said she may not be able to replace damaged folders and she was hoping we could manage 
with the stock until the end of the season then find another supplier. Tony may have a contact but the 
present folders were unpopular with choir members. 
 
The committee agreed to pay an Honorarium to Juan for conducting the concert on Sunday 19 March at St 
Mary in the Baum Church. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The balance in the Business Premium account was £12520.82 and Community account £2951.65. After the 
cheques for artistes for the concert on 11th March it would be £1948.31. Programme sales were good. A bill 
from Printforce was awaited. 33 tickets were sold on the door. The orchestra players were paid £90 for 
Saturday only, £70 for Sunday only or £140 for both. The estimated loss was £800- £900. 
 
Upcoming Concert  

Concert presentation – as undertaken at the last concert, the choir would be asked to stand when the 
conductor entered the room at the beginning of both halves of a concert, and this should be the normal 
courtesy at each concert. The tickets for St Mary in the Baum would be £6 and most people would pay at 
the door. The rehearsal would start at 1.30pm. Elin may need a practice before the concert. The fee for the 
church would be £30 per hour so we would pay £90 for 3 hours. The church would be open from 1.30pm. 

* No staff would be available to provide refreshments.  (see Addendum) 

* There were 40 chairs so more would be needed for the choir and orchestra. Choir members may be able 

to bring some from home or the church may be able to borrow some.  (see Addendum) 
Rachel had sold 4 tickets and complimentary tickets had been given to Mohammed who would be singing 
the Call to Prayer. Some audience members from Saturday may come again. Hopefully the Wednesday 
lunchtime concert audience would support the concert. Rachel and June would sell tickets at the door and 
a single sheet programme would be included. The Mayor of Rochdale would be unable to attend. 
 
Future Programme   
May concert: - the programme would be given to choir members with their music. There would be 4 
readings by Beryl Shepherd included. We would need 2 soloists and piano and organ accompaniment.  We 
would need 2 soloists and piano and organ accompaniment. 
 
Next Season: Carmina Burana would be performed at the RNCM with Gorton Philharmonic Orchestra and 

Brixi Singers on Saturday 21 October 2017.  The orchestra would fund the concert and tickets would be on 
sale from July. The Brixi Singers have 22 members. There would only be 6 or 7 rehearsals before the 
concert.  Graham said that the previous idea of a ‘Come and Sing Day’ on a Saturday rehearsing Carmina 
Burana as a workshop for the choir, would not be successful as there have been a number of recent and 

proposed performances of the work by local choirs. It would be helpful for choir members to have copies in 
advance of September but this would not be practical due to the long summer break. Beethoven's Choral 
Fantasy would also be included and soloists would be needed - possibly from the choir or Brixi Singers. 
Bolton Choral Union and Salford Choral Society would be performing Carmina Burana in the next few 

weeks.  
 



The Christmas concert could include more than just carols and could possibly include part of The 
Christmas Oratorio as we would have more time to practise. Tony suggested Peter Skellern's Nativity 
Concerto or Six Simple Carols for the Christmas concert. Tony and Chris would check whether we could 

obtain the music but copyright may be a problem. The Performing Right Society supports local artistes and 
if the music is still in copyright, we pay the venue.  
 
Unfortunately, Juan was not in attendance.  Graham reported that Juan had briefly made some 
suggestions: 
March concert: possibly Die Fledermaus semi-staged. Venue possibly The Met. 
May concert: - Elgar's The Kingdom or Rossini’s Stabat Mater.    
 
Graham referred to our prospective concert in November 2018, 100 years since the end of the First World 
War; he said that a sub-committee will be established to propose a suitable programme.  One suggestion is 
to perform Elgar's Spirit of England.  
 
Website: Tina, Sarah and Graham are updating the website. There have been problems with hacking and 
other problems so we need to start afresh. They have approached Totally Websites in Tottington who 
would set up the site again to include more pages to expand the information. 
 

Date of next meeting: 
Tuesday 18th April  
 
 

* Addendum: helpers were found, as were more chairs, so these points were later rescinded. 
 


