
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 15 November 2016 at Trinity School Bury 
 

Present 
Officers: Graham Bolton, Chairman; Tina Dixon, Vice Chairman/Website/Socials; Jean Seymour, 
Secretary/Programmes; Rosemary Artley, Treasurer, Flowers and Gifts  
Committee:  Chris Babbs, Trustee; June Bowker, Programme Advertising; Dorothy France, Minutes 
Secretary/Membership; Tony Patten, Concert Seating (Assistant); Naomi Jahoda, Trustee and Long Service 
certificates; Rachel Riley, Concert tickets; Geoffrey Stokes, Rehearsal Seating; Sarah Taylor, Facebook/Website.  
Ex officio: Juan Ortuño, Director of Music 
 
The Chairman welcomed committee members and there were no apologies. 
 
Minutes of the meeting 23 September 2016 were accepted as a true record. 
Matters arising would be dealt with from the agenda. 
Minutes of the meeting 25 October 2016 were also accepted. 
 
Parish Creation Concert at Bury Church 
The critique had been sent to The Bury Times and Graham had a copy. He would read it to the choir and it was very 
favourable. The concert had gone well apart from a couple of mistakes by the choir that may have gone unnoticed. 
Laurette Evans had helped with ticket sales; programmes, of which few are left, had been sold inside church and 
Sarah reported that this arrangement worked well. Tony had been disappointed by the lack of help in putting chairs 
away after the concert; we may need to note names of volunteers and remind them before a concert. 
The Treasurer did not have access to the bank account so was unable to give balances. Dorothy would pass on the 
paying in book as the subscriptions and sesaon ticket money had now been paid in. 
41 photographs had been taken at the dress rehearsal and Graham would show them on his laptop to the choir. 
Some would be put on the website.  
 
Christmas Concert 
Juan suggested the following programme:- 
For unto us a boy is born, Have yourself a Merry little Christmas, Ding Dong Merrily on High, a Spanish Carol, Jingle 
Bells with audience, The Snow by Elgar, White Christmas, Good King Wenceslas with audience, Jonathan's solo and 
The 12 Days of Christmas. 
The second half would be:- I saw a Maiden (a cappella), a Spanish Carol, Cherry Tree Carol (with audience who may 
not know it so Juan would teach them the melody), Rise up Shepherd, Elin's solo, Mary's Boy Child, Once in Royal 
David’s City with audience then A Merry Christmas as an encore. 
Naomi would ask Beryl Shepherd to read a Christmas story for each half of the programme. Graham had spoken to 
Matt who sang the bass solo for Creation and he may be available for the concert. Chris suggested Three Kings as 
one of the items. 
Tickets and flyers were available and posters would follow. Jean would arrange the programmes. Volunteers would 
be asked for from the choir to help with raffle ticket and programme sales, also serving refreshments. Laurette 
would prepare the mulled wine and mince pies would be donated again. June and Graham would bring pans.  
There would be 5/6 hampers and champagne as raffle prizes and tickets would cost £1 per strip. Prizes would be 
numbered and collected after the concert. Tina would make up the hampers and donations would be asked for from 
the choir.   
 
Social - Quiz Night 
Tina had sold 25 tickets and at least 2 more had been ordered. This would be on Saturday 10 December at 
Greenmount Cricket Club and tickets were £6 including supper. Teams would be formed on the night.  
 
The Armed Man Second Concert 
Juan proposes an ensemble of 1 flute, 2 horns/trumpets, 2 percussion and strings (no organ). 
The second possible performance was planned for Sunday afternoon 19 March at St Mary in the Baum Church in 
Rochdale; June had been in contact and they were happy to put on the concert as lunchtime concerts were held 
regularly. Graham suggested repeating only The Armed Man from our March concert which lasts around 65 to 70 
minutes. The concert could start at 3pm and refreshments follow. The sub-committee of Graham, Rosemary, Jean 
and June would meet to discuss the arrangements. The Treasurer estimated the cost at £1850 with the orchestra or 
£650 with organ. Chris felt that we should have the orchestra and risk making a loss in order to raise the profile of 



Bury Choral Society in a new area. There would be no obligatory ticket sales so no guaranteed income. There were 
enough volunteers from the choir from each part for a balanced performance. We would need to advertise the 
concert in the Rochdale area. It was AGREED that BCS should proceed and put on the concert at St Mary in the Baum 
on 19th March 2017, subject to confirmation of availability on that date. 
 
Choir Presentation 
Naomi, Rosemary and Rachel modelled scarves decorated with treble clefs in 3 different colours. The committee 
decided on grey as red might not match the green folders. Naomi would order the scarves which will be sold at a 
cost of £5 each to members or held by the Society and distributed before each concert. 
The dress for the Christmas Concert would be red or green tops for ladies – Graham wondered whether the men 
should be more informal, possibly wearing black or white shirts with a waistcoat. This would be discussed. 
 
Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 10 January 2017 at 6.30pm. 


