
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 2 February 2016 
at Holy Trinity School, Bury 

 
Officers: Tina Dixon, Chairman; June Bowker, Vice Chairman; Jean Seymour, Secretary/Programmes; Graham 

Bolton, Treasurer. 
Committee:  Dorothy France, Minutes Secretary/Membership; Keith Ball, Programme Advertising; Gordon Jones, 

Outreach/Publicity; Sarah Taylor, Facebook; Deirdre Elliott, Website; Tony Patten, Seating Organiser; Naomi Jahoda, 
Social Events Co-ordinator/long service certificates; Chris Babbs; Rosemary Artley; Geoffrey Stokes, Maureen Price. 
Ex officio: Juan Ortuño, Director of Music. 
 
Apologies for absence: Geoffrey Stokes. 
The Chairman welcomed committee members and told them that Geoff was absent due to an operation and he would 
not be singing in the next concert. 
 
Minutes from the meeting on 6 October 2105 had been circulated and were taken as read. 
 
Matters arising: none other than what would be dealt with later. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  
The present balance in the cash account was £1,300 and the gold account £15,500.  There were some uncashed 
cheques including payments to members of the orchestra from the November concert.  Last year we had broken even 
or made a small profit from each concert but the next two concerts were expected to make losses.  
 Graham suggested writing to schools and sixth form colleges enclosing five complimentary tickets for students 
with an accompanying adult to attend the March concert.  This may encourage students to join the choir even if they 
only stay for a short time.  The committee agreed and it was suggested to include year 11 children as well as sixth 
formers.  The Chairman would draw up a list of schools and colleges and tickets would be sent. 
 Graham is Chairman Elect so would be finishing his term of office as Treasurer and a new one would be needed.  
Nobody on the committee was interested and the choir would be asked for volunteers.  It might be better to have a 
quiet word with someone who may be suitable and more than one person could do the job.  Graham would help the 
new Treasurer to settle in. 
 Graham was thanked for his part in planning the concerts to budget and increase income. 
 It was suggested that Paul should have a Deputy Librarian in case of absence and Sarah agreed to take this on. 
 
1 March Concert 

The first half of the concert would consist of 35 minutes of singing and 10 minutes narrations, total 45 and the second 
half would be 41 minutes.  The accompanist would be Jonathan on piano with a string quartet.  The soloists would be 
one baritone and one soprano/mezzo.  Janice Lewis would sing the other soprano solo in "A Serenade to Music".  
Jonathan Gort would be the baritone.  The narrators would be two young actors and Tony Patten had also 
volunteered. 
 Keith would order flowers and purchase wine for the soloists and narrators and these would be collected before 
the concert as he would be away. 
 Posters and flyers would be available by the 9 February rehearsal.  June would give out the tickets.  Gordon had 
arranged publicity in Lancashire Living which would be online, and the Bury Times.  The concert had been advertised 
to celebrate the 400th Anniversary of the deaths of Shakespeare and Cervantes. 
 Refreshments would be arranged by the church and Susan Neininger would organise these. 
 
14 May Concert: St Matthew Passion 
The cost had been estimated at £4,000.  Graham would design the posters and flyers and he asked for ideas.  We 
may invite members from other choirs to help the tenors and basses.  Keith suggested inviting John Edwards to play 
the harpsichord as he had one at home and was an accomplished player.  John would say if he thought it was too 
much for him.  
 A previous soloist had indicated that he would like to take the part of The Evangelist in the St Matthew Passion.  
The orchestra would be 4 flutes, 4 oboes and strings. 
 
AOB 
Deirdre had given notice to retire from updating the website and Tina and Sarah would take over. 
Kate Clarke is a GP and she had asked permission to use the Society's logo and photographs for training, to show 
that GPs had outside interests.  This was agreed. 
 Maureen asked that raffle tickets be given to sellers at the rehearsal before the concert as delay in supplying them 
might have cost some sales from audience members arriving early. 
 The social evening at Greenmount Cricket club had been very enjoyable and another social evening may be 
arranged. 
 Keith had provided a potential programme for a Victorian Evening and this would be discussed for a future 
concert. 
 
Date of next meeting Tuesday 12 April 2016 at 6.30pm. 


