
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 6 October 2015 at Holy Trinity School, Bury 

 
Officers: Tina Dixon, Chairman; June Bowker, Vice Chairman; Jean Seymour, Secretary/Programmes; Graham Bolton, Treasurer. 
Committee:  Dorothy France, Minutes Secretary/Membership; Keith Ball, Programme Advertising; Gordon Jones, 
Outreach/Publicity; Sarah Taylor, Facebook; Deirdre Elliott, Website; Tony Patten, Seating Organiser; Naomi Jahoda, 
Social Events Co-ordinator/long service certificates; Chris Babbs; Rosemary Artley; Geoffrey Stokes, Maureen Price. 
Ex officio: Juan Ortuño, Director of Music. 

 
Apologies for absence: Deirdre Elliott and Tina Dixon. 

 
The meeting was chaired by Graham as Tina had sent her apologies after the sudden death of her Mother-in-Law. 
The thoughts of the committee were with her. 
 
Minutes from the previous meeting on 2 June 2105 had been circulated and were taken as read. 
 
Matters arising: The venue for the March concert would be Bury United Reformed Church. 
The ticket prices would be £12 for the November concert, £9 for March and £12 for May. The tickets price had been 
reduced from £8 to £6 for the Christmas concert last year and this increased audience numbers so the charge would 
be £6 again this year. Deirdre had identified two microphone systems for use at concerts. The cost was £140 for a 
separate sound system and microphone that could link into the church's own system. Tony proposed that we go 
ahead with the purchase. 
 
Treasurer's Report: £1300 had been paid out since the last report. Subscriptions were being collected and £6785 

had been paid into the bank including Season Tickets and donations. 63 members had attended rehearsals this 
season including 4 new members. Membership consisted of 26 sopranos, 15 altos, 8 tenors and  
14 basses. The Treasurer was anxious to maintain membership numbers, which is the bedrock of the Society and its 
income.  
 
Ronald Frost had died and funeral arrangements would be sent to members as soon as they were known. Tony had a 
contact who would let him know the details. Manchester Cathedral was a likely venue as Ronald was a Lay Canon. 
Ronald had been organist for Bury Choral Society concerts for many years and had been made a Patron on his 
retirement. A card had been sent to Barbara Frost on behalf of the Society and a collection would be taken from 
members towards flowers or a donation to charity. 
 
Concert seating issues for members: Sarah was concerned that some choir members insisted on sitting with their 

friends at concerts, and had been reluctant to move when asked to do so at the final rehearsal. The format for the 
concert depended on space for a piano or orchestra. Tony and Juan would visit Bury Parish Church to assess the 
amount of space available for the choir. The concert format would then be used for the remainder of rehearsals for the 
November concert.  
 
November Concert: The orchestra would be asked to attend the rehearsal at Trinity School on Tuesday 27 October 

and the final rehearsal would be at Bury Parish Church on Monday 9 November. The orchestra for Cotton Mills would 
comprise ten players including a marimba. This would not be used at the Trinity School rehearsal and Jonathan would 
be asked to play that part on the piano. Three additional players would be used for The Music Makers. The soloist 
would be Helen Gregory and organist Elin Rees. The concert would start with the Parry pieces followed by solo items. 
The choir would be seated on stage during the solos to avoid moving them off the stage and back on again. Cotton 
Mills would follow and The Music Makers would form the second half of the concert. Deirdre had suggested using a 
screen and projector to depict scenes of cotton mills. This was discussed but it was felt that there was not time to 
solve Health and Safety issues regarding the projector and the audience. However, June would enquire at 
Rossendale Textile Museum to see if they could help with material. Volunteers would be needed to sell tickets and 
programmes .The posters and flyers had been done and Jean would organise the programme. Keith would approach 
the advertisers for sponsorship. An article had been published in the Bury Times last week advertising the concert and 
inviting new members to join. 
 
Christmas Concert: The theme would be Christmas Around the World. Juan had another Spanish carol, and African, 
American, South American, Ukrainian and French carols in mind. The accompaniment would be piano and organ and 
would include items for the audience to join in. Graham would not be serving the mulled wine and mince pies this year 
and volunteers would be sought. Church members might be willing to help. Keith pointed out that the lighting had been 
too bright from the stage during the performance and asked whether the lights could be dimmed. Jean would check 
with Susan Neininger.   
 
March Concert: The Spring concert would include readings, poetry and madrigals. A sub-committee would devise the 

programme and Chris and Rosemary had volunteered to help. 
 
AOB: There would be a fundraising Social on 28 November at Greenmount Cricket Club. A quiz would be included. 
Deirdre wished to withdraw from the committee and her role as webmaster due to pressure of work. A volunteer would 
be sought to take her place. The committee decided that Cotton Mills should remain on U-tube until after the 
performance in November. Sarah was thanked for her hard work in making this available. 
No date was decided for the next committee meeting.  


