
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 4 July 2017 
at Holy Trinity School, Bury 

 

Present 
Officers: Graham Bolton, Chairman; Jean Seymour, Secretary/Programmes; Rosemary Artley, Treasurer 
Committee: June Bowker, Advertising; June Duckworth; Dorothy France, Minutes Secretary/Membership; 
Naomi Jahoda, Concert flowers, long service certificates; Rachel Riley, Concert tickets; Richard Smith, 
Advertising, Sponsorship; Geoff Stokes, Rehearsal chairs.  
Apologies: Tina Dixon, Vice Chairman; Juan Ortuño, Director of Music; June Duckworth, Chris Babbs. 
 
The Chairman welcomed Richard Smith as a new member of the committee and thanked everyone for 
attending.  Minutes of the meeting on 6 June 2017 were accepted as a true record after small amendments. 
The Chairman referred to the AGM minutes which had been circulated and asked if any amendments were 
required; there were no corrections to the minutes which will be put to the 2018 AGM for acceptance as a 
true record.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The balance in the Business Premium account was £11,421.02 and Community account £605.98. The 
losses from 3 concerts - Creation, The Armed Man 1 and 2 - were £1,697.16 but profits from the Christmas 

concert and Victorian Evening totalled £1,365.82, leaving a net loss of £331.34 for the season.  Losses 
were sustained when we used an orchestra and professional soloists.  We were awaiting the Gift Aid 
refund.  The Society was in a good financial position. 
 
Future Programme 2017/18 
Carmina Burana would be performed at the RNCM with Gorton Philharmonic Orchestra and The Brixi 
Singers on Saturday 21 October 2017.  The concert would also include Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy and an 
orchestral piece.  The orchestra would fund the concert and tickets would be sold via the RNCM, who 
would make a 10% charge.  Bury Choral Society would obtain a tranche of tickets to sell.  The only cost for 
us would be hire of music but this would be refunded by Gorton Philharmonic if the concert made a profit. 
 
The Christmas concert would be on Tuesday 12 December at Bury United Reformed Church.  This would 
be the first subscription concert of the season and the programme would include one or two longer 
Christmas items. Juan didn't want to keep to the formula from recent previous years, as it took a lot of 
planning; however, Members at the AGM felt otherwise.   Juan had suggested Saint Saëns Oratorio de 
Noel but this is 32 minutes long and consists of mainly solos, and with four soloists it would be an 
expensive concert to put on. Other suggestions were Vivaldi Gloria or Vaughan Williams Christmas music – 
Paul had mentioned that we have plenty of copies of this last item in our library.  Naomi felt that the 
audience expected a lighter programme than at our other concerts, with opportunities for audience 
participation.  Graham would speak to Juan about the choice of programme; the possibility of one or two 
shorter and lighter pieces with fewer soloist combined with our usual mix of carols and Christmas music 
may be a suitable programme. 
 
March concert, Saturday 10th March 2018 - A Batty Night at the Opera.  Proposed venue was the Longfield 

Suite in Prestwich.  June Bowker would investigate the venue.1 
 
May concert, Saturday 12th May 2018 - Rossini Stabat Mater and Puccini Messa di Gloria at Bury Parish 
Church. 
 
Future Programme 2018/19 
The November concert would commemorate the end of The Great War.  A sub committee would discuss 
the programme. 
Graham suggested repeating one of the concerts, as we did last season having found a new audience at 
Rochdale.  However, the most suitable would be the Christmas concert and this time of year was too busy 
to arrange another performance. 
Rosemary said that some members were not happy about Saturday concerts when we rehearsed in the 
afternoon and three of the concerts next season would be on Saturdays.  
 

                                                                   
1 The Longfield Suite is fully booked for Tuesdays and Saturdays in March 2018.  The venue for the March 2018 concert will be 
Stand Parish Church. 



Jobs/Responsibilities 
Dorothy agreed to continue with Minutes and Membership.  June would continue with publicity. Richard 
would take over from Keith on Sponsorship.  The Chairman mentioned the brief item on the website 
referring to Sponsorship; this could include sponsoring part of the costs of a concert or a soloist as well as 
advertising in the programme.  Geoff would put out chairs before rehearsals and would liaise with Mike and 
Tony concerning stage management.  Tina would arrange social events and update the website.  Rachel 
agreed to continue with ticket sales.  Naomi would buy flowers and issue long service certificates.  It was 
suggested that a long service pin could be provided.  It was suggested that Chris would liaise with concert 
venues.  
 
Website - Tina, Graham and Sarah Taylor had updated the website. 

 
Workshop for Carmina Burana 
The suggested date was Saturday 30 September or 7 October. The preferred venue would be Holcombe 
Brook Methodist Church and June would contact John Edwards or Elizabeth Pittam.  Richard Youngman 
was willing to conduct if Juan is not available.  We would need an accompanist. 
 
Come and Sing Day 
The principle of putting on such a day was accepted by the Committee.  Some suggestions were given 
including using some of the music from the Summer Singing in booklet form together with one or two longer 
pieces.  A sub-committee of Rosemary, Naomi and Graham would devise a programme.  Maggie 
McDonald attended an earlier singing day and we could invite her again.  Possible venues would be 
Holcombe Brook Methodist Church, Greenmount URC or Christ Church, Walmersley. 
We would need to pay the conductor and lunch would be provided.  Leaflets would be printed to publicise 
the event.  Dates suggested were November or late January.2 
 
Membership 

Advertisements would be placed in the usual papers and magazines to advertise the start of the new 
season.  Graham suggested placing leaflets in churches, libraries, other public venues and shops - they 
would include the concert dates and the ‘Come and Sing’ Day.  There had been no take-up from the 
schools last year, though Graham will contact them again.  Committee members were asked to contact 
anyone who had left the choir and may return.  We may have a distribution day when teams would cover 
each area; Graham will clarify our Season’s events and get notices printed and then contact “leaders” in 
each area to distribute.  Graham asked members to ask their friends and relatives who support Bury Choral 
to provide their email addresses so we could update them with concert dates etc. 
 
The presentation at concerts needed to be improved including stands and sits and giving of gifts at the end 
of a concert. 
 
Social Events 
The quiz nights had been successful and better attended than the year before.  However, it may be better 
to change the date and avoid the Christmas period if we had another.  A musical theme was suggested and 
Graham would speak to Tina. 

 
AOB 
Graham raised the possibility of the choir going on tour; twinning with a choir in Europe was also 
mentioned.  Other choirs have done this, or sung in cathedrals and churches.  There was general 
agreement that this is worth exploring further; Graham would speak to Juan. 
Charitable donations were mentioned, via a shopping site to benefit the choir and also in support of other 
local charities; Bury Choral Society could adopt a charity and donate part of the proceeds from a concert. 
 
Date of next meeting Tuesday, 3rd October 2017 @ 6.30pm 

                                                                   
2 The Come and Sing day will be on Saturday, 17th February 2018 and will be led by Juan 


