
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 2 June 2015 
at Holy Trinity School, Bury 

 

Officers: Tina Dixon, Chairman; June Bowker, Vice Chairman; Jean Seymour, Secretary/Programmes; 

Graham Bolton, Treasurer. 
Committee:  Dorothy France, Minutes Secretary/Membership; Keith Ball, Programme Advertising; Gordon 
Jones, Outreach/Publicity; Sarah Taylor, Facebook; Deirdre Elliott, Website; Tony Patten, Seating 
Organiser; Naomi Jahoda, Social Events Co-ordinator/long service certificates; Chris Babbs; Rosemary 
Artley; Geoffrey Stokes, Maureen Price. 
Ex officio: Juan Ortuño,Director of Music. 
 
Apologies for absence: Sarah Taylor, Chris Babbs, Gordon Jones. 

 
Minutes from the previous meeting had been circulated and were taken as read.  
 
Treasurer's Report 

A report of the takings and expenses for the last concert had been given at the AGM and all but two of the 
cheques issued had now been cashed.  Graham would arrange to change the bank account in the near 
future.  
 
Trustees Meeting 
There had been money outstanding from Chris Cromar who had promised to repay £400.  Graham had 
pursued the matter and had been prepared to go to court.  The Trustees decided against further action and 
agreed to write it off.   
 
Matters arising from the AGM 
The Secretary read the Minutes which included agreement to increase the fees paid to our conductor and 
accompanist.  It was also agreed to pay Juan £150 for his work in arranging the orchestral parts for 
Carmina Burana and an extra fee for the Christmas concert.  Juan gratefully accepted. 
 
The Treasurer had suggested no increases in ticket prices.  There was some discussion about the charges 
of £9 or £12.  The November concert would include Cotton Mills for which the Society had received 

sponsorship.  Juan would like to increase the number of orchestral players so that they could accompany 
the Parry pieces as well.  This would justify charging £12.  Some societies charged less but did not all have 
professional orchestras.  Tina asked about reducing concessionary tickets for students under 25.  These 
were half price and committee members did not think a reduction was needed. 
 
Rosemary suggested inviting a school party from Year 8 to a suitable concert in the future. 
There had been a complaint about distractions caused by counting money after the interval at Stand.  It 
would be preferable to hand the money to someone who was not singing in the concert.  There had been a 
problem with space at Stand as the organ was being refurbished.  Someone had complained that they 
could not hear announcements and a roaming microphone would be useful at concerts and rehearsals.  
The Treasurer agreed to fund this and Deirdre and Maureen would look into buying one. 
 
The Chairman asked for ideas to increase choir membership.  Naomi mentioned the website "Streetlife" as 
two potential members had seen the Society on there. 
 
An article could be sent to "Bury" magazine.  The sixth forms at Bury schools could be contacted to invite 
students to join the choir free of charge at first. 
 
A Saturday morning Workshop was suggested and this could include lighter music to encourage visitors, 
then time to rehearse concert material later.  Graham suggested asking Maggie McDonald to deliver a 
voice training session.  Members felt that Juan's warming up exercises were a great help and more were 
not needed. 
 
Tuesday 10 November Concert - Bury Parish Church 
There would be an orchestra and organ accompaniment.  Juan suggested inviting Helen Gregory as mezzo 
soloist and the concert would include a solo spot for her. 
Maureen had volunteered to help with marketing and flyers and Graham would obtain tickets. 
 



Tuesday 15 December - Christmas Concert, Bury United Reformed Church 
Juan would devise the programme and he asked for help to translate a Spanish carol as he knew that the 
choir preferred to sing in English.  Tina offered to help.  He may also include an African carol.  We would 
need volunteers to serve refreshments. 
 
Tuesday 1 March Concert 
We did not have a venue for this concert.  The Met was suggested but we would need to hire a piano.  
Radcliffe Civic Suite and St Gabriel's School Hall were suggested and June would look at these venues.  
Bury Grammar schools halls were too expensive but Graham would write to them.  The first half of the 
concert would include readings and poetry.  Juan would like a quartet of soloists who could perform 
madrigals.  The accompaniment would be piano and possibly strings. 
 
AOB 
The Chairman thanked Deirdre for her work in updating the website.  She was planning to create a sliding 
display of images to show different views and would like more photographs.  Rachel Riley's husband took 
some photos at the last concert.  Ideas were needed for a members’ page. 
 The Chairman had proposed a fundraising social and would go ahead with plans after some choir 
members expressed an interest.  This would be a quiz night and potato pie supper. 
 Naomi mentioned music folders.  She has recently joined The Halle Choir who have much lighter 
folders with room for large music copies and they were easy to hold.  The cost of 70 folders would be over 
£1000 but a cheaper version would be £800.  The choir had received two large donations in the last two 
years and the money could be spent on folders.   
 Rosemary said we still have plenty of serviceable folders that would last a few years.  The 
committee felt that the money would be better spent on soloists for the concerts, although carol books had 
been bought from a recent donation with the support of the donor. 
 We needed to tidy up front of house etiquette when standing, sitting or applauding.  This would be 
addressed before the next concert. 
 
Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 6 October 2015 at 6.30pm 
 


