
BURY CHORAL SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday, 6 June 2017 at Holy Trinity School, Cecil Street, Bury 
 

A total of 36 members attended - list attached as Appendix 1. 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Lesley Armstrong, Christopher Babbs, Paul Brown, Wendy Carley, Andy Gill, 
Helen Hoath, Sandra Holt, Hilary Johnson, Marion Kaufman, Joan Livesey, Clona Porter, John and Maureen Price, Chloe Ratcliffe, 
Sarah Taylor, Margaret Trivasse. 
 
2./3. MINUTES OF AGM 2016 had been circulated and were taken as read.  The meeting approved them unanimously as a true 
record and they were signed by the Chairman.  There were no matters arising. 
 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT - a full copy is attached as Appendix 2. 

Graham Bolton drew three matters to the attention of the members: 
 (a) The season had been exciting and successful, but had required some changes in the order of the concerts as originally 
planned.  Our performance of Haydn’s Creation at Bury Parish Church in November had been a joyous, uplifting occasion, 
enthusiastically appreciated by our reviewer, John Atherton, and our Christmas Festivities concert had been, as ever, very well 
supported and hugely enjoyable.  We had then ventured into more recent music with two performances of Karl Jenkins’ The Armed 
Man: A Mass for Peace, accompanied by Bury Camerata with Elin Rees on the organ, and Mohammed Sarwar who gave the Call to 
Prayer.  At the first performance at Stand Parish Church we had also sung Finzi’s In Terra Pax and Jonathan Ellis had played 
Mozart’s 14th Piano Concerto.  A repeat performance of The Armed Man had taken place at St Mary in the Baum, Rochdale and this 

performance too had attracted a large audience, a number of whom had given us a standing ovation in addition to enthusiastic 
applause.  Our final concert had been A Victorian Entertainment, devised by a sub-committee led by Keith Ball and included some 
entrancing and sometimes harrowing prose extracts presented by Beryl Shepherd. 
 (b) A change of Treasurer became necessary shortly before the season commenced, and Rosemary Artley had filled the breech, 
and was willing to continue if the meeting confirmed her election later in the meeting. 
 (c) Membership is a perennial worry, particularly in ensuring the balance of voices by maintaining the number of men, particularly 
tenors, and in attracting younger members to replace those who retire from the choir.  We had endeavoured to liaise with Bury 
Grammar Schools and Holy Cross College, but while the teachers are supportive, it is difficult to make the connection with the 
students.  However, there may be opportunities to pursue this matter in future concerts. 
 We had maintained the momentum in regard to social events, with another quiz evening in October and a caption 
competition at Christmas. 
 We were still working on our presentation at concerts, not only in coordinating our standing and sitting, but also in our 
appearance with the addition of scarves for the ladies. 
 Our website has undergone a total revamp, and thanks were expressed to Tina Dixon and Sarah Taylor, who now acted as 
custodians.  The minutes of Committee meetings were available to view in the Members’ section, the password for which was 
announced.  Mailchimp had also been adopted as a means of communicating with members. 
 Planned for the start of next season was Carmina Burana at the RNCM, by invitation of Gorton Philharmonic Orchestra, in 
which we would be joined by The Brixi Singers, an excellent chamber choir from Bolton.  Further details were provided later.t.  We 
were also looking to hold a Come and Sing event and a choral workshop concentrating on the work we were rehearsing.  We also 
wish to set up a Friends of Bury Choral Society and hope to obtain more sponsorship by improving communications with the local 
community. 
 Thanks were expressed to the Officers and Committee, Trustees, Librarian, the managers of concert seating, car park 
duties, advertising and sponsorship, those who have made donations, and of course to our Director of Music, accompanists and 
Deputy Conductor.  Final thanks were addressed to the members for giving of their best, and for being willing to learn, to try new 
ventures and to help in general when required. 
 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT - full copy attached as Appendix 3; accounts attached as Appendix 4. 
Rosemary Artley explained the contents of the accounts sheet she had issued, rounding the figures as in previous years.  The 
Society was in a healthy financial position, with slightly more in the deposit account and slightly less in the cash account than a year 
ago.  We had financed five concerts this season rather than the usual four, but fewer professional soloists had been engaged, but we 
had spent more on hiring a grand piano, percussion and orchestra parts, and Boosey & Hawkes had charged us an extra £200 for 
the second performance of The Armed Man.  Flyers and posters had also cost more because of the extra concert.  On the other 

hand, subscription income had increased, as had ticket sales, also as a result of the extra concert.  We had continued to benefit from 
over £1,000 in advertising income, and expressed our gratitude to Keith Ball for his efforts in securing this. 
 As in previous seasons, most concerts had sustained a loss, but in addition to the usual gain from Christmas Festivities, the 
Victorian evening had also made a profit.  Unsurprisingly, The Creation had lost nearly £500. 

 In addition to the obligatory tickets, extra tickets sold per main concert had been between 32 and 45, with total ticket sales for 
the Christmas concert and the second performance of The Armed Man being 136 and 106 respectively, but it seems likely that some 
were not used, as ticket stubs collected for each concerts had been around 95.  Income had been boosted by the sale of 13 additional 
season tickets, and thanks were expressed to the members who prevail upon their friends in this way. 
 As had been announced at the time, we had received a donation of £1,000, for which we were most grateful.  It will qualify 
for Gift Aid, as with most other donations, but this pleasing boost would not reach for another year.  Other sources of income had 
been the profitable Quiz Night; raffles at this event and at the Christmas Festivities concert; refreshments at rehearsals organised by 

Naomi Jahoda, and the hiring out of music by our Librarian, Paul Brown.  Thanks were expressed to them both, and to the members 
who had donated raffle prizes. 
 Overall, our income had been £16,470 against an expenditure of £16,590, a loss of rather more than £100.  Given that we 
had managed five concerts, this shortfall was not particularly worrying. 
 Despite our healthy financial state and stable membership of about 65, numbers were a concern.  We existed in order to ‘foster 
public knowledge and appreciation of (choral) music by means of public performance’, and this depended on maintaining our size 
and balance.  Recent feedback on our performances had been positive, and to maintain this standard, we needed to continue to 
engage professional soloists and instrumentalists.  It had been some years since we had raised our prices, although we had 
increased the moneys paid to our Director of Music and our accompanist.  With regard to this, she recommended an increase of £100 
per annum (approximately 3%) to Juan and £1 per week for Jonathan or other accompanists.  Since costa in general were continuing 
to rise, she felt that an increase in subscriptions would be wise, and recommended an increase of £5, giving a full rate of £95 and a 



concessionary rate of £85.  She suggested that we made no change regarding ticket prices, but stressed that we must continue to 
control our costs where possible, make an effort to attract more new members, and continue our fundraising and social events. 
 In closing, she acknowledged the guidance she had received from Graham Bolton, and hoped to depend on him less in the 
coming season, provided that the members wished her to continue as Treasurer.  She also expressed her thanks to David Owen for 
auditing the accounts, and for setting up the computer software which virtually produced the accounts for her provided that data was 
entered correctly.  Any errors became apparent and were easily modified.  David had agreed to continue in this rôle. 
 The accounts showed no entry for Gift Aid tax refund.  This was because, although it had been approved, the £1,225 had not 
yet been received.  We had changed our bank accounts since last year’s AGM, and procedures for passing on new details to HMRC 
were not straightforward, but eventually we would receive that amount. 
  
 The Chairman invited comments and queries. In answer to a query from Karl Haslam regarding an income ‘adjustment’ shown 
on the accounts sheet, Rosemary explained that this concerned the previous season, when an instrumentalist had not encashed a 
cheque.  As the cheque became out of date and s/he had not requested a replacement, the amount had been re-entered as income. 
 The Chairman took a vote on the Treasurer’s proposed increase in subscriptions, which were passed on a show of hands. 
 Naomi Jahoda put forward a counter proposal that the accompanist’s fee be increased in proportion to that of the Director of 
Music, therefore by £1.50 rather than £1.  The amendment was duly passed on a show of hands. 
 

6. FUTURE PROGRAMME: 
Saturday 21 October 2017: Orff: Carmina Burana, at the RNCM with Gorton Philharmonic Orchestra and the Brixi Singers 
Tuesday 12 December 2017: Christmas Concert at Bury United Reformed Church, possibly to include Saint Saëns Oratorio de Noel 
Saturday 10 March 2018: A Batty Night at the Operetta (based on scenes from Die Fledermaus) - venue to be decided (TBC) 
Saturday 12 May 2018: Rossini: Stabat Mater; Puccini Messa di Gloria, at Bury Parish Church 

 The October concert would not affect our finances, as organisation and costs are the responsibility of Gorton Philharmonic 
Orchestra, therefore the December concert would be included in obligatory tickets for the coming season.  We planned to hold a 
Workshop based on Carmina Burana, which would afford us some extra rehearsal time; this would be separate from a possible 

Come and Sing event. 
 

7. SOCIETY RULES 
Richard Youngman had proposed an amendment to Rule 7, seconded by Christopher Babbs.   
Christopher Babbs had proposed an amendment to Rule 11, seconded by Richard Youngman.   
 With italicised text representing the changes, the revised wordings would be: 
Rule 7.  The Chairman shall be elected for a period of two years, with an option to serve for a further year, if desired and approved at 
an AGM. At the end of the Chairman’s first year, a Chairman Elect shall be elected for one year, to be extended to two years if the 
Chairman’s term is extended to three years, following which s/he shall become Chairman, and the Chairman shall assume the role of 
Vice Chairman for a further two/three years. 

The final two sentences of Rule 7 would form a new Rule 7a: “The Secretary and Treasurer shall be annually confirmed 
appointments or re-appointments.  Committee members shall serve for a period of three years and shall be eligible for re-election.” 
Rule 11. The Trustees of the Society shall be the officers of the Society and such other members of the Society, including former 
Chairmen, as proposed by the Society’s Committee and agreed by the membership of the Society at the AGM.  Trustees, other than 
the elected officers of the Society, shall be elected annually. 
 Richard was invited to explain the thinking behind his proposal for rule 7.  The Trustees had noted the additional work 
required by the Chairman, officers and Committee which used to be undertaken by John Edwards and in decreasing degrees by our 
subsequent Directors of Music, and the need for continuity in the light of the lack of Members offering themselves to become officers 
or Chairman of the Society.  Also, more time is needed to carry through changes.  Tina Dixon confirmed that no sooner had she 
come to grips with the job it was time to prepare to hand over to someone else..  Following discussion, separate votes on the 
changes were taken and both motions were carried, subject to the deletion of “such” from the proposed amended Rule 7 with three 

members voting against the change to Rule 7 and with one abstention to the change to Rule 11.  
 

8. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 
 Graham Bolton would continue as Chairman and Tina Dixon would continue as Vice-Chairman by right.  Rosemary Artley 
was willing to continue as Treasurer and Jean Seymour was willing to continue as Secretary.  Both were re-elected unopposed.  June 
Bowker was elected as an additional Trustee. 
 

Two retiring members and two new members were seeking re-election/election to the Committee: 
Naomi Jahoda  proposed Karl Haslam     seconded Richard France 
Geoff Stokes         “ Rosemary Artley  “ Richard France 
June Duckworth         “ Dorothy France  “ Angela Chilton 
Richard Smith “ Tony Patten “ Keith Ball 
All were duly elected and would serve until 2020. 
Retiring Committee members were Sarah Taylor and Tony Patten.  Continuing Committee members (2015-18) were Dorothy France 
and Christopher Babbs. 
 

As no proposal for the post of Chairman Elect had been received by the cut-off date, Naomi Jahoda and Christopher Babbs had 
indicated a willingness to serve in this capacity.  The Chairman asked the meeting to accept both for the position, and the matter 
would be resolved in due course.  This motion was passed without opposition. 
 

9. APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER OF THE ACCOUNTS  
David Owen was thanked for his services this year, and had indicated a willingness to continue.  The offer was gratefully accepted. 
 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS and NEXT SEASON 

Tony Patten suggested that a sub-committee be set up to explore means of attracting new members, in addition to those currently in 
place (e.g. advertising in local free pamphlets) and those that have failed previously (e.g. canvassing in schools/colleges); Graham 
noted that in fact this already happens.  Tina Dixon added that the effort of advertising the Society and seeking new members is not 
just for Committee members but for all Members of the Society. 



 The Chairman announced the date of the first rehearsal of the next season as Tuesday 5 September 2017, 7.30p.m.at Holy 
Trinity School.  The AGM would take place on 5 June 2018. There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 
9.20 p.m. and invited members to stay for refreshments and socialising. 
 
 

I certify that these minutes are a true record_____________________ Chairman    ___________ Date 
 


